Mr. Billy M. Decker
November 19, 2019

Cochran Funeral Home and Crematory of Blairsville announces funeral services for Mr.
Billy M. Decker, age 75, of Blairsville, who passed away on Tuesday, November 19th,
2019 at Emory Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia.
Billy was born in Murphy, North Carolina, the son of the late Virgil Lee Decker, Sr. and the
late Bertha Lee Stiles Decker. Billy had a strong work ethic his entire life, starting with
delivering the Atlanta Journal and the Grit all over town as a young boy on his red and
white Louisville Blue Grass bicycle. He even earned a writeup in the Journal as part of the
“Decker Delivery Franchise” for the Murphy area. After graduating from the newspaper
delivery business, he rode in a Kern’s bread truck delivering bread to many of the same
customers as his newspapers. Billy moved to Blairsville in 1969, and joined Union County
Bank, now United Community Bank, becoming its 13th employee. A loyal employee of the
bank, he played an integral part in its growth over the years working in both Blairsville as
well as the Murphy operations. He enjoyed helping people the most, and especially looked
forward to Customer Appreciation Day, where he would greet everyone with his warm,
welcoming smile, giving out tomato plants and (lots of) hotdogs! Wherever Billy was, there
was joking and laughter! He enjoyed golfing with the grandkids and going on camping
trips. He loved the beach, and especially the fresh seafood that came with it. A traveler,
Billy visited many wonderful places, creating cherished memories with his family. Billy was
devoted to God, his family, and his church, First Baptist Church of Blairsville, where he
served as a deacon.
Billy would light up a room with his contagious enthusiasm and smile. He will be greatly
missed by all who knew him, but especially by his loving family members: wife of 55 years,
Eva; daughter and son-in-law, Davia and John Mark Gordon; son and daughter-in-law,
Darren and Julie Decker; and Carol Chastain, who is part of the family; two brothers: Virgil
Decker, Jr., and Jerry Decker; grandchildren: Chandler Gordon (Emma), Brock Gordon,
Haley Gordon, Andrew Decker, Emma Decker, and John Austin Decker.
Funeral services have been scheduled for Saturday, November 23rd, 2019, at 2:00 p.m.,

to be held in the Main Sanctuary of First Baptist Church of Blairsville, with Pastor Fred
Lodge and Rev. Roy Bateman officiating. Special music will be presented by Terry Hooper.
The following gentlemen will be serving as pallbearers: Chandler Gordon, Brock Gordon,
Andrew Decker, John Austin Decker, Mike Decker, Travis Decker, Steve Drake, Brian
Allison, Daryl Allison, and Craig Davenport. The following gentlemen have been requested
to serve as honorary escort to the family: Jimmy Tallent, W.C. Nelson, Ricky Davenport,
Paul Owenby, Andy Williams, Joe Fair, Ronnie Burch, Glenn Hamby, Burl Conley, Bobby
Jackson, Jim Allison, Hoyt Raper, Mike Calloway, Wes Hopgood, David Gowder, and Bill
Foster; also asked to serve as honorary escort is the C.R. Collins Joy Sunday School
Class. Burial will be in Union Memory Gardens Cemetery.
Visitation will be on Saturday, November 23rd, at 11:00 a.m., at the Church Sanctuary, and
will last until the funeral begins at 2:00 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, P.O.
Box 98016, Washington, DC 20090-8016.
Cochran Funeral Home and Crematory of Blairsville is honored to be serving the family of
Mr. Billy M. Decker, 75, of Blairsville. Please visit our website at
www.cochranfuneralhomes.com and leave your condolences and fond memories.
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Comments

“

Dear Eva, Children & Grandchildren. Our hearts are saddened by the passing of your
loved one " Billy". He was such a friend and helper to many people, He had a smile
and kind word to all that he met. I know the family and others will miss his presence
in our life here, but we know that we will reunite with him someday. Be assured that
God will surround you with His loving arms during this difficult time and give comfort
in a way that no one else can give. We feel that Billy would want everyone to
remember the good times and not to grieve too much due to his passing from this
world to the world beyond. His presence on this earth will always be remembered as
to the kind deeds and all he stood and was famous for. Our prayers are for your
comfort and peace in this difficult time. God bless all of you
. Imogene Hughes, Margie Harkins and Clara (BoBo) Coker.

Margie Harkins - November 23, 2019 at 04:28 PM

“

What a contagious personality! When Billy was in the room you couldn’t help but
smile. He would often tell co-workers (including me) “just get here when you can”.
His friendly but humorous way to say we were running late. I look forward to hearing
Billy say those same words to me when I get to heaven “just get here when you can”

Diana White - November 23, 2019 at 07:45 AM

“

Darren, I’m so sorry to hear of your Dads passing. Sending prayers for you and your
entire family. Barbara Loskosky Gordon

Barbara Gordon - November 22, 2019 at 11:03 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Billy's passing. He was always cheerful and always gave me a
hug when we would see each other out and about. I talked with him on the phone
right before he was due to start treatments at Emory and told him I would pray for
him and that I loved him. I worked with Billy for many years at UCB as his loan
assistant and really enjoyed our time together. I know he will be missed and I know
he was loved by his family and co-workers. I will be praying for each of you. Debbie
Groves

Deborah Groves - November 22, 2019 at 08:40 PM

“

Darren so sorry for your loss. My prayers and thoughts are with you and your family.
Sandra Vandiver Ray - November 23, 2019 at 01:37 PM

“

90 files added to the album LifeTributes

Cochran Family of Funeral Service - November 22, 2019 at 04:59 PM

“

Dear Darren and Julie,
It's so difficult losing a Dad, we share your grief and wish you peace as you say
goodbye. Sorry we live so far apart.
With Love,
"Little" Kathy and Jeff Paine

Kathy Hall - November 22, 2019 at 02:42 PM

“

Sherry Carver lit a candle in memory of Mr. Billy M. Decker

Sherry Carver - November 22, 2019 at 12:36 PM

“

I loved Billy. He hired me at what then was Citizens Bank in 1993. I knew absolutely
nothing about banking but he saw something in me he thought he could make a
banker out of and I am forever grateful. He was a great man that will be missed
Pam Shaffer
Robbinsville NC

Pam Shaffer - November 21, 2019 at 08:10 PM

“

Billy gave us our first loan when we came to blairsville. We needed a loan for the
house next to sunrise grocery. I remember we stood in the yard and looking down at
the store he said"Bob I dont know if that store can make the payments. He gave us
the loan and we are still here. Thar was 1983. We dealt withi him quite a few times. A
lovely man.

christine clemmons - November 21, 2019 at 05:47 PM

“

Billy was such a sweet man. He would always give me a hug and ask how me and
my family were doing. It breaks my heart - he will be greatly missed. I had the
pleasure of working with him at United for 23 years.

HELEN V TEBOE - November 21, 2019 at 04:52 PM

“

Each time I saw Billy he had a welcome smile and a hearty handshake. He was a
true gentleman that we will greatly missed. It is a comfort knowing he his with his
Lord and Savior. My thoughts and prayers are with his family.
Larry Clark

Larry Clark - November 21, 2019 at 02:04 PM

“

Reading that Billy has passed left a hole in my heart! He was a wonderful man and I so
enjoyed working with in in NC. He hired me for the Waynesville office an supported me and
I always knew I had a friend in him! God speed Billy until we meet again! Prayers for all of
his precious family and friends!
Jean Messer - November 21, 2019 at 07:46 PM

“

Mr. Billy was a wonderful man. He gave me my first loan and I’ve never forgotten his
kindness. He was always willing to help people. Prayers for his family and friends.
Ida-Lynn Wallace - November 22, 2019 at 09:56 AM

“

My heart goes out to Billy's family. He was such a caring person to everyone he met.
May God's blessings reach out to all.
Gail Lynn

Gail Lynn - November 21, 2019 at 12:44 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about the passing of Mr Billy. He was such a great person and
always a pleasure to be around. He had a way of making everyone feel special. My
thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

Renai M. Brock - November 21, 2019 at 12:00 PM

“

Eva and family- We are so sorry to learn of Billy’s passing. The community has lost a
wonderful man - he was always so positive and encouraging to everyone. He will be
greatly missed! We know Billy is in heaven and we pray for peace for his precious
family.
Bruce and Sheila Chapman

Bruce and Sheila Chapman - November 21, 2019 at 08:15 AM

“

We are so saddened to hear of Billy’s passing! We will forever remember him as light
and laughter! He represents the best of humanity, he will be missed!
Love Chad, Sonya, Chloe, Eli, Avery Decker

Sonya Decker - November 21, 2019 at 07:17 AM

“

Dear Eva,
I just learned of Billy's passing. My heart is broken for you. Love to you and your
family.
Margie Stroud

Margie Stroud - November 20, 2019 at 08:41 PM

“

Eva and family,
I'm so sorry to hear about Billy, but glad to know that he is now in heaven! No more
pain, and that smile of his will never again leave his face! My prayers are with you
and your family. My God give you peace at this difficult time!

Susie and Mitch Rambeau - November 20, 2019 at 06:26 PM

“

Eva and family, I am saddened to hear of Billy's passing. I was blessed to be able to
work for and with him for 23 years and he was a vey dear friend. He was always
such a bundle of energy and his enthusiasm rubbed off on those around him. I
respect him for being such a man of integrity and also for being compassionate and
friendly to everyone he met. My heart goes out to each of you during this time and I
do pray that the grace of God and the comfort of His Holy Spirit would fill your hearts.
Billy will be missed but his good works will provide good memories for us all.

Bobby Grindstaff - November 20, 2019 at 04:42 PM

“

Eva and family. So sorry to hear about your loss. You will all be in our thoughts
and prayers in the coming day.
Carolyn and Max Cook

Carolyn Cook - November 20, 2019 at 03:55 PM

“

Dear Eva & Family,
So sorry to know of Billy's death because as you know, I loved him dearly! We were
always ready to laugh with each other. I won't be able to attend the visitation nor
funeral because I am still learning to walk again from ankle surgery. Please know you
are in my thoughts and prayers.
Vickie Forrester

Vickie Forrester - November 20, 2019 at 03:06 PM

“

Eva and family,
Sorry for your loss. Our faithful God and precious memories of good times will see you all
through these difficult days. But HIS promise to see our loved ones again one day will
comfort us until then. Prayers, Billy & Judy Caroleen Mingus
Billy Mingus - November 21, 2019 at 10:49 AM

“

Dear Eva and Family,
While we knew Billy for a few short years we always enjoyed being in his presence. We first
encountered him as he faithfully served as an usher at FBC . He always greeted everyone
with a big smile and made us feel welcome. We will always remember our trip to the Ark in
Kentucky with you two and the Allison’s. Our sincere condolences to you and your family.
We know Billy is safely in His saviors presence. We will see him again. Jerry & Roxanne
Gill
Jerry - November 21, 2019 at 10:49 AM

“

So very sorry to hear of Billy’s passing. My love and prayers are with you all. He was
always such a kind gentleman
connie richardson - November 21, 2019 at 04:51 PM

“

To the Decker family - I am so sorry for your loss. I met Billy when I joined UCB almost 5
years ago. I had met so many people I couldn't possibly remember all their names. One
day I said to a co-worker "you know the Hotdog Man" referring to his being the chief cook at
Tomato Day. After that if I tried to call him by his name he would correct me and say "hey
sweet lady, what's that about". We know how much you all will miss him because we will to
! God's Blessing to each of you through this difficult time. You WERE BLESSED to have
such a great man in your life. Jamie McWatters
Jamie McWatters - November 21, 2019 at 05:06 PM

“

So very to hear of the pasing of Billy. he was a good person, friend, and was always ready
to go the extra mile to help people. Worked with him on a lot of projects through the years.
we will miss him very much. God bless his family, you will be in our hearts. Don, Donna
Decker and family.
Don Decker - November 23, 2019 at 08:48 AM

