Conrad Rehling
February 6, 1920 - April 3, 2007

Mr. Conrad Henry Rehling, age 87, of Hiawassee, GA, formerly of Tuscaloosa, AL, died
Tuesday, April 3, 2007 at home, following a period of declining health. Coach Rehling was
born February 6, 1920, in Peru, Indiana to the late Fred and Sylvia Rehling. He grew up in
Indiana and went to college on a basketball scholarship at Taylor University. He also
served his country in the U.S. Navy during World War II. Coach Rehling was nationally
known as a teacher of champions at both the University of Florida and University of
Alabama. He received numerous awards during his career including the following:
Rated, for years, by Golf Magazine, as one of the "100 Best Instructors in America"; Class
A PGA professional for over 40 years, one of very few PGA professionals holding the title
of "Master Professional"; National Chairman of PGA Committee for the Physically
Challenged; multiple winner of Horton Smith Award for Golf Professional of the Year, a
member of the Taylor University Athletic Hall of Fame, and in the NCAA Golf Coaches Hall
of Fame, to name a few.
Coach Rehling was an active member of Calvary Baptist Church in Tuscaloosa, AL, until
moving to Hiawassee, GA, in 2001, where he then became an active member of
McConnell Memorial Baptist Church. He was married for 62 years to the former Juanita
Maxine Dopp. He was preceded in death by his brother, Richard, and sisters, Rachel and
Kay. He is survived by his wife Maxine, and by his sister, Ruth Covey, his daughters and
their husbands: Melinda and Rudy Patton, Melissa and Peter Stanz, and Mary and Jim
Holmes. Other survivors include his grandchildren, Steve Patton, Rachel Patton, Maggie
Holmes, Jamie Holmes, Sarah Holmes, and Abbie Holmes. Great-grandchildren are
Lindsay, Stephanie, and Emory Patton.
A memorial service will be held at 2:00 PM on Saturday, April 7, 2007 at the McConnell
Memorial Baptist Church. Officiating will be two of his sons-in-law, Rev. Rudy Patton,
pastor of McConnell Memorial Baptist Church, and Rev. Jim Holmes, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Helen, GA.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contributions be made to: the Building
Fund of the McConnell Memorial Baptist Church, P.O. Box 235, Hiawassee, GA 30546, or
to the Building Fund of Helen First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 626 Helen, GA 30545.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent ot Maxine Rehling @ P.O. Box 235 Hiawassee, GA.
30546.
The Cochran Funeral Home of Hiawassee, Georgia is in charge of arrangements. You
may send condolences to the family and sign the guest register at
www.cochranfuneralhomes.com.

Comments

“

Thank You

Alex - June 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Antlager cliopter.

propecia - June 03, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I was one of Mr. Rehling's nurses at Union General Hospital. I enjoyed listening to his
stories about his career and family. I knew when I went home that morning after he
was admitted, that he was a genuine, loving husband, father, grandfather, friend,and
a follower of Jesus Christ. I consider myself blessed to have met and provided care
to him. My thoughts and prayers are with the family. Sincerely, Jennifer Howard, RN

Jennifer Howard - April 14, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

My heart goes out to the Rehling family. Coach was an inspiration in my life. Coach
and Mrs Rehling were like parents to me. What I respected most was his values in
life and what I loved the most were his 'Coach-isms'. He always had a lesson on life
to teach us. He will be missed but I believe that those of us that were lucky enough to
be part of his life, will continue to pass on his values, and wisdom to those that we
touch. He will always be with us.

Margo Malott Jardien - April 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Rehling Family,
I was very sorry to hear of Coach's passing. I have many fond memories of him and
you all. My first is of having dinner in your apt. in Williiamsburg East. The rest are too
numerous to mention at this time. Again, I am so sorry.
Sincerely,
Kevin O. Rich

Kevin O. Rich - April 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

He was a teacher of teachers, and a builder of young men and women. It was never
just about the game but the life lessons that were taught. After I decided to get into
coaching he once told me that as years go by and former players return, if they still
call you coach you will know you were respected and had an impact. Just look on
this board at all that still refer to him as 'Coach'

Lynn Parkes - April 09, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Melissa,
We send our condolences to you, your mother and other family members on the loss
of your father. Best wishes.
Jack

Jack and Karen Moore, Birmingham - April 07, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you Coach.
You coached me playing golf while I was in Alabama.
It has been making my life fun.
I can't tell my thanks enough to you.
Thank you again Coach.
Nobuko Honjo

Nobuko Honjo - April 06, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Mrs. Rehling, Mary and all the Rehling 'clan'--my heart and prayers go out to you at
this time of loss. Coach was the guy who taught us lessons in golf and about life.
These lessons were often in the form of 'strange sayings' he made up but which
actually made sense and which I am sure the golf team members all can recite at
least one!!!!
I have many fond memories of my days around Coach and Mrs. Rehling--visiting
their home and becoming an extended part of their family while at school. His strong
faith is also a part of that memory along with the love he had for Mrs. Rehling and his
family.
I am blessed to have had the opportunity to have Coach as a part of my life.
Sharon (Smith) Painter
Women's Golf Team Member (with Mary)

Sharon (Smith) Painter - April 06, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

To: Maxine, Mary and the Family
There are many of us who may not have maintained our relationship with Coach after
graduation and I can't speak for all my teammates at Alabama, but I do know for sure
that he made a difference in our lives, by either giving us an opportunity to play
competitive golf. improve our skills, teaching us about getting along with other
people, impressing on us what was important in life. Sure there were challenges. but
we had an important person who knew the way and provided a place for us to learn.
I appreciate and am grateful for that opportunity and hope that I can pass along
some of that knowledge and wit to other people. He was a special person and
messenger of faith.

Barry Harwell '79 - April 06, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach Rehling,
Thank you for the many lessons you taught us about life. You and Mrs. Rehling were
Dad and Mom to many. I thank you for the opportunity you gave me and so many fun
memories. You have left this world a better place than when you came and left me a
better man.The Hudson family has always loved the Rehling's. We will miss you, but
your swing drills will live forever.
Warmest love and memories,
Steve

Steve Hudson - April 05, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

My prayers are with everyone. I have such fond memories of Coach and luckily saw
him two years ago at the jerry pate center opening. He was a profound influence on
my life as a student, mother, player, and eventual LPGA teacher. His sayings and
positive attitude are with me everyday while teaching all these crazy junior golfers
(and their parents) here in kentucky! May God bless everyone and I know Coach's
life will be well celebrated on Saturday. I wish I could be there. Sincerely, Betty Baird
Kregor, Class A LPGA Teaching Professional, The Cardinal Club, Simpsonville, Ky.
and owner of StraightShot Inc. , College Athletic Advisors

Betty Baird Kregor, Univ. of Alabama team member 79- - April 05, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincerest sympathy goes to the family. Coach was a special person and touched
many lives. I had the honor to be one of his players at Alabama. He had a profound
affect on my life. For forty years I have tried to share his thoughts, wisdom, and
caring with the young people I meet. He was a coach, a mentor, and a man that

loved his family.
God Bless.
Mark Gurnow - April 05, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

To Mary and Maxine, all my love. Coach was an awesome presence in my life as a
teacher of the game of golf and as a spiritual leader of the game of life. I remember
him as the guiding light of the Bama women't team when we needed him the most. I
am truly honored to have been one of his students. May God bless you, Sheryl
Stubbs aka 'Stubby'

Sheryl Stubbs - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Maxine,
I am so sad to hear of Coach's passing. He taught me so much during my years at
Alabama. I had the honor of playing for Coach his last 4 years. I am the one who hit
all the balls in the water and ran out during a tournament in Florida. I just remember
Coach putting his arm around me and telling me that no one will ever remember who
won that tournament but they will always remember me and how I acted during a
tough situation. I will always remember that conversation. My years at Bama were
the most fun and rewarding years of my life. I will always remember Coach and what
he meant to me. I know Coach would have liked to have made 88 so he could have
'driven home 88' like his favorite saying. He is definitely home with his saviour now.
He is playing the greatest golf course of all everyday! Will miss you coach!
Rich Berglund
83-88

Rich Berglund - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Rehling Family,
I don't know you but I knew Conrad. He was one of the great men in the world of golf
but he was much more than that to me. He was a man who knew the important
things in life and he wasn't hesitant to let others know. That takes courage which he
had plenty of.
I cherish Conrad as one of if not the most important mentors to me as a coach. His
faith directed his whole life as it should. He was a great coach but his faith made him
much more than a coach. I hope that I can be half the man he was because of his
knowledge, his integrity and his willingness to share the building blocks of what's
important in life.
I know you are sad but I'll bet you are also rejoicing his entrance into heaven and into
the presence of God. May His peace be with you all.

Mike Watney
Fresno State Golf Coach
Mike Watney - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach Rehling meant so much to me. He was always helpful with my golf game. I
would ask him for help with my swing and he walked to the practice range with me.
He would tell me to hit a couple of shots, then tell me how to correct my problem.
'Now hit a couple more shots' he said. I did and turned around to get his approval
and he was already half way to the pro shop. I was expecting at least 30 minutes of
instruction but he was so good at analyzing, it only took him 2 minutes. What he told
me always worked. I have always treasured his friendship and will miss him very
much.
Jimmy Walker, 2825 14th St E, Tuscaloosa, Al, 35404

Jimmy Walker - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Maxine,
I am so sorry to hear of Conrad's passing. Words can never express how much I felt
for him. He is the reason that I am playing golf today as a walking impaired individual
and I have spoke so many times about him to so many people that I have met while
playing this great sport. May God bless you and your family in this time of sadness. I
know someday that I will get to play another round of golf with Conrad in heaven. If
there is anything that I can ever do for you then please do not hesitate to contact me
and that includes a ticket to an Alabama fottball game in this new era of Nick Saban.
Trust in the Lord for comfort in this time of need.
Sincerely,
Jerry D. Pope

Jerry D. Pope - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach, I will always be grateful for the lesson that you taught me on and off the golf
course. You did so much for the people that were less fortunate and that showed
what type of person you were. You left us such an example to follow. We'll miss you!
Jim Branche

Jim Branche - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

As far back as I can remember, Coach Rehling was a factor in my life. He not only
taught us the great game of golf, he taught values, life lessons, and that a little hard
work never hurt anybody. He made us all laugh, sometimes cry a little, think, and
eventually learn how to release the golf club! Coach always said 'every day's a
holiday'! I am so thankful that my parents allowed me to learn from the best. With all
my love to the Rehling family, Betty

Betty Palmer - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Coach,
I will always remember that special smile you would give to all. I will always
remember the values you taught us. You will be missed dearly, and we Love you.

David H. Juhola - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach thanks for the lifes lessons you gave me. I am sorry to say that I did not
appreciate all you taught until years later and I had children.Your legacy will live on
through those of us that played for you and through our children as well. Rest in
peace , Job well done. Frank Vines

Frank W. Vines Jr. - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach Rehling was a friend and an inspiration to the WACS program at The
University of Alabama. He helped us establish a very successful golf tournament to
raise funds for the activities of individuals who were severely disabled. Coach
Rehling's daughter, Mary, was a student in the Department of Special Education at
the University. My thoughts, prayers, and sincere sympathies are with Mary and the
entire Rehling family.
Jim Sears

Jim Sears - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I will never forget sitting around the dinner table listening to his stories for hours. His
love of life and the game of golf touched my life and many more.
Pam Malloy Kaufman

Pam malloy Kaufman - April 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I am thankful every day that Coach wanted me to come to Alabama to play for him. I
have so many great memories, not only of my years in school, but the continued
relationship over the 26 years that followed.
Love and Respect,
Cecil

Cecil Ingram - April 03, 2007 at 12:00 AM

