Lester Deaver
November 20, 1938 - July 21, 2019

Mr. Lester Deaver, age 80, of native and lifelong resident of Blairsville, Georgia, passed
away on Sunday, July 21st, 2019 at his home.
Mr. Deaver was drafted into the U.S. Army, and worked in the motor pool. Lester
possessed an innate understanding of all things mechanical, along with a curiosity of the
world surrounding him. Mr. Deaver was a collector of sorts, especially BMW motorcycles,
bicycles, sewing machines, typewriters - all of which he could easily repair. Lester worked
for Lee Holt Ford as their head mechanic. He hand made lots of whirligig windmills.
Everyone who knew Lester knew that he had a love of learning. He was an avid reader of
non-fiction, including encyclopedias and Popular Mechanics. He was eccentric and
unbelievably intelligent, and was a natural problem solver. Lester could discuss any topic
with many different types of people, and his shop was always a place of congregating for
the discussion of varied topics. Lester loved animals, plants and trees and could identify
almost every single one of them. He enjoyed traveling all around the United States, going
to singing conventions.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 10 years, Elsie Hunter Deaver; his mother, Pearl
Deaver; and a half-brother, Tom Deaver.
Surviving family members include two cousins, Billie Deaver Young and Mary Deaver
Twiggs; and second cousins, Tim Deaver, Robin Deaver, and Jim Elliott; numerous other
extended relatives and a host of friends also survive.
A Memorial Service was held at 12 p.m. on Wednesday, July 24, 2019 from the Chapel of
Cochran Funeral Home where remembrances were shared by those in attendance. The
family received friends from 11 am until the service began. Interment will occur at a later
date at Ivy Log Baptist Church Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made to Ivy Log Cemetery Fund, 36 Jamie Gray Lane,
Blairsville, GA 30512 or to Humane Society's Mountain Shelter, P.O. Box 1252, Blairsville,

GA 30514.
Cochran Funeral Home and Crematory was honored to serve the family of Lester Deaver.
Please share your condolences and sign the online guest registry at
www.cochranfuneralhomes.com.
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Comments

“

I knew Lester from working on my car. I had spent a fortune on my Mercedes at the
dealership and they still couldn't fix my car. One trip to Lester and he immediately
knew the problem and fixed it right away. After that he was my go-to mechanic. He
grew up with my older brothers and I got to hear many a tall tale from their boyhood
antics when I visited with him. Our community lost a great person. He will be surely
missed.

Linda Gail Holbrook - July 24 at 01:13 PM

“

I enjoyed visiting with Mr.Lester.with each visit I am so happy to see him. He taught
me so many things and help me so many things Mr.Lester not only kind but he gave
form his heart. I am very lucky to have know him.

nueng - July 23 at 11:16 AM

“

Lester, being older than the rest of us boys was the natural leader of the pack in our
Deavertown community. I guess I learned a lot about being a boy when I was around
him, just doing lots of things boys like to do. I remember falling out of a swing that
Lester had strung up high in a white pine. I think Lester thought I was dead when I hit
the ground. He fixed up my first bicycle, with parts from several sources. We boys
rode in a car that Lester had stripped down to the frame. It was a miracle we didn't
get killed. Lester was smart, well-read with the ability to do a lot of things well. I will
keep a lot of memories of our boys' meetings out at the big bank, sitting by the
bonfire and telling jokes.
Lester was a lot of fun who created a lot of memories for me. He will always be in my
thoughts. I hope I will see him again some day--in a greater and much better life!

Ben McGlamery - July 23 at 09:51 AM

“

Lester worked on everybody's bicycles when we were kids in the '50's. Then it was
cars....he was a good kind man and this is a loss to the community. Rest easy!

Don Byers - July 22 at 11:02 PM

“

Strangers quickly became friends with Lester. His great knowledge and warm character
were very appealing.
Dean Saxon - July 23 at 12:19 AM

“

Lester would go out of his way to help a stranger. He helped me when I first moved
to the area in 1986. He has worked on many of my vehicles many times and always
charged much less than it was worth. I had to make him accept more. He was a very
good man and I will miss him.

Keith Bragg - July 22 at 10:19 PM

“

Lester was a top-notch mechanic who would repair your car for a fraction of what anyone
else would charge, and he would give priority to emergency cases. He would also throw in
a bit of his wit, free of charge, and was an expert in his identification of the trees in these
mountains. A beautiful maple tree stands outside my dining room window thanks to Lester.
Gail Arnold - July 23 at 08:20 AM

“

He was a very kind hearted man who loved to tell jokes . He has always been good
to me and my husband . We loved Lester . Rest In Peace cousin !!

Jess and Mary Deaver - July 22 at 09:30 PM

