Ralph G. Turner
July 22, 1936 - December 15, 2017

The Cochran Funeral Home of Hiawassee announces Funeral Services for Mr. Ralph G.
Turner, age 81 of Hiawassee who passed away Friday morning, December 15, 2017 at
Northeast Georgia Medical Center.
Ralph was the loving husband of 60 years to Sandra Martin Turner and devoted father of
Todd (Vicki) Turner, Tami (David) Smith, and Timothy Turner, who died shortly after birth.
He was the proud grandfather of Kaila (Joseph) Allen, Ryan (Samantha) Turner, Elizabeth
Turner, and great grandson, Jack Allen. Ralph is also survived by brother, Doug (Janet)
Turner, sister-in-law, Jean Benson, and 4 nephews and their families.
Born in Lathemtown, Georgia, to Hubert and Essie Turner, Ralph excelled in multiple
sports, played baseball for the Georgia Southern Eagles and began his career at the
Statesboro Recreation Department. He moved to his beloved mountains to start Towns
County’s first Community Recreation program. He worked with distinction for the GA DNR
as Region 1 manager of state parks and after retirement was a local realtor.
Strong in his Christian faith, he loved God and loved people. He served in the Army
National Guard and was a true American patriot. He was a hard worker who thrived on
competition and always had a positive attitude, dedicating his life to leading, coaching and
mentoring others. He loved the outdoors and was an avid hunter, golfer, and
photographer.
Funeral Services will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, December 18, 2017 at McConnell
Memorial Baptist Church with Pastor Steve Taylor and Rev. Danny Byers officiating.
Eulogies will be given by Kaila Allen, Roy Cole, Frank Hook, and Bryan Nichols. Music will
be provided by Rev. Danny Byers, Alan Kendall, Chris Adams, and Kaila Allen. Interment
will follow at Osborn Cemetery with Military Honors presented by The North Georgia
Honor Guard. The following gentlemen have been selected to serve as pallbearers: Dale
Turner, Darren Turner, Dr. Casey Turner, James Turner, Joseph Allen, and Ryan Turner.
The family will receive friends on Monday at the Church from Noon until the service

begins.
If you wish to do so, memorial contributions may be made to McConnell Memorial Building
Fund, P.O. Box 235, Hiawassee, Georgia 30546 https://mcconnellchurch.org/give/ or to
Gideon's International- local chapter, P.O. Box 521, Blairsville, Georgia 30514
Arrangements entrusted to Cochran Funeral Home of Hiawassee.
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Comments

“

I remember Ralph as an encourager and always looking to improve his park staff. He
was great to talk to and supported everyone 110%. I learned a lot of skills from Ralph
and always enjoyed his site visits. I am sorry for your family's loss but he is in a
better place. We will miss his guidance, advice, and inspiration.
Lane Eaton

Lane Eaton - December 21, 2017 at 02:48 PM

“

Sandy, I will never forget the trip to Savannah I won at the Statesboro Recreation
Center in a hotdog eating contest . Ralph and you were the chaperons for that day of
fun and both of you have remained in my heart since that day in 1958. I remember
running into Ralph at the Hiawassee Mountain Fair one year long ago. What a great
mentor he was to so many. What a great loss for you and your children. Please know
you are in my prayers.

Vilda Stone Brannen - December 18, 2017 at 10:33 PM

“

Robbie, Angie, & Brody Graper lit a candle in memory of Ralph G. Turner

Robbie, Angie, & Brody Graper - December 18, 2017 at 10:30 AM

“

Thanks for your guidance in my early years. Didn't always agree with your decisions, but
that's what youth does to you. All my best to your family!
Hollis R. Beasley - December 18, 2017 at 01:34 PM

“

Thank you....I guess that is how I would begin my message to Mr. Turner. You moved
to Hiawassee when I was just a kid and became such an influence and positive
person in my life that extended into adulthood. My life was enriched having known
you. I have moved from Hiawassee and have not been in touch over the last few
years but I truly carry with me the memories and lessons learned from this great
man. At my father's funeral you were among the first to hug me and shake my hand.
You had not lost a thing in that handshake. My heart goes out to Mrs. Turner, Todd

and Tammi and the rest of the family.
Russell Youngblood - December 18, 2017 at 10:27 AM

“

I remember the first time I met Mr. Turner in 1985. Strong handshake with a smile as
he congratulated me on being hired at Tugaloo State Park. As time when on, Mr.
Turner would always greet me as “Danny Boy” with that big smile! I was fortunate to
work for Mr. Turner as my direct manager for four years at Moccasin Creek State
Park and I was so fortunate! Mr. Turner was highly skilled in motivation and customer
service!! I cannot state on how much Mr. Turner has meant to me not only as a great
boss, but as a friend! A couple or so months ago, I visited Mr. Turner in Hiawassee
and even though he could not speak, the sparkle in his eyes as I informed him of my
retirement, family, etc. told me everything!! In closing, Mr. Turner’s hard work and
professionalism is an example that everyone should follow! You will be missed!!

Danny Tatum - December 18, 2017 at 07:43 AM

“

Ralph was a dear friend of my brother Gil Cone in Statesboro & I grew up knowing
Sandy. My love & prayers are with her & all his family.

Harriette Cone Adams - December 17, 2017 at 09:52 PM

“

Mr. Turner (never could call him Ralph out of respect) was my supervisor for a
number of years and a friend for many more. He was a mentor, leader and friend to
many in Georgia State Parks, an organization for which he had a great passion. Mr.
Turner was an encourager who got the best out of his people by giving them his full
support. He was also a fellow Christian who set a shining example for others to
follow.

Robert Emery - December 17, 2017 at 09:30 PM

“

My condolences to Sandy and the kids. My early life was shaped in a dramatic
fashion up until probably my high school years by my many hours at "the center" and
Ralph was most definitely a big part of that. I like Wayne Wiggins spent more time at
"the center" than I did at home. I think of those years fondly. I like Ralph started my
career in Recreation so was fortunate that our paths continued to cross for a few
years into my adult life. Ralph was probably one of the most influential people in my
life and I'll never forget him.

Dennis Deal - December 17, 2017 at 09:22 PM

“

Sandra and Family,
It saddens me to think of your loss. I knew Ralph to be a kind, good Christian man,
great father and husband. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Charles and Betty
Adams

Charles Adams - December 17, 2017 at 09:09 PM

“

I always loved Ralph - a favorite cousin! We grew up in Cherokee County, Ga. and
his parents were such wonderful mentors to me, especially at Holbrook
Campmeeting, every year! He touched many lives and his legacy will continue to
reach far and wide!
My prayers for him and his family have been continuous for these many months, and
my family and I will keep them going for the "journey" ahead!
Becky Williams Buckman,
Denver, Colorado

Becky Williams Buckman - December 17, 2017 at 02:47 PM

“

Love and good memories are with you today Sandy,Todd, and Tami. We enjoyed
getting to know Ralph even better when he sold Betty’s dad’s house. As a family you
have shown us all what it is to live with your beliefs. Love George and Betty

george patterson - December 16, 2017 at 09:29 PM

“

Some of my fondest memories are the times I spent at the "center." Ralph was such
a big part of that as a coach and later as my employer.
The great preacher Dr. John Claypool said once "When something belongs to you
and it is taken away, you have a right to be angry. But, when something is a gift and it
is taken away, you use the occasion to give thanks that it was ever given at all."
Thanks for the gift of Ralph Turner.
Wayne Wiggins

Wayne Wiggins - December 16, 2017 at 07:11 PM

“

Working for Ralph at the Towns County Recreation Department set me on a path that
led to my career, my wife, and a family that includes a daughter-in-law who is now
teaching at Georgia Southern. When I was a student there, I had gone back to
Statesboro after Christmas with a check from the rec. department for working during
the break. I took it to Sea Island Bank to cash it, and at first they were hesitant. Then
they saw Ralph's signature and said, "Oh, Ralph Turner. We'll be glad to cash this."
Ralph was a friend and a mentor. Sandy, Todd, and Tami--Kim and I pray that God's
peace be with you all.

David Kuykendall - December 16, 2017 at 01:08 PM

“

Mr. Turner was a coach, a counselor, and a major influence on the careers of so
many people in Georgia State Parks. He truly cared about the welfare of his people,
and his influence is felt in the park system to this day. We are thankful or the many
years he gave to Georgia State Parks, and the lives he touched along the way!

James Hamilton - December 16, 2017 at 11:29 AM

“

I will always remember what a decent and honorable man he was. Generous and
thoughtful and a genuinely good person.
"Death is not extinguishing the light. It is putting out the lamp because the dawn has
come." (R. Tagore)

J Britt Franklin - December 16, 2017 at 09:36 AM

“

J C Berrong lit a candle in memory of Ralph G. Turner

J C Berrong - December 16, 2017 at 08:35 AM

“

I always had the best times when Ralph an Sandy would come to Pipestem Resort
State Park. My memories of his kindness, humor and love of life will never be
forgotten. God Bless you Sandy and family, during this time of sorrow.
Dave Summers
Gulf Breeze, Fl.

David Summers - December 15, 2017 at 10:47 PM

“

Dottie And Mike Crisp lit a candle in memory of Ralph G. Turner

Dottie and Mike Crisp - December 15, 2017 at 09:44 PM

“

Lots of great memories at the Center!
David Mathis

David Mathis - December 15, 2017 at 09:35 PM

“

Priscillia Daly-Denney lit a candle in memory of Ralph G. Turner

Priscillia Daly-Denney - December 15, 2017 at 09:28 PM

“

To all the family I will always cherish all the times I had with Ralph at the rec
department during my youth.He helped a lot of kids and was truly a great man and
friend.i will miss him a lot.

Eddie Sosebee - December 15, 2017 at 09:13 PM

“

Ralph Turner was a big part of my childhood, as well as many other Statesboro kids.
He was always low keyed and smiling. I thought the world of him. May his memory
be a blessing to others. Prayers for his family and loved ones.

Mandy Franklin Neidlinger - December 15, 2017 at 09:09 PM

“

DanPeggy Brown lit a candle in memory of Ralph G. Turner

DanPeggy Brown - December 15, 2017 at 09:08 PM

“

Martha Berrong lit a candle in memory of Ralph G. Turner

Martha Berrong - December 15, 2017 at 08:24 PM

“
“

Thanks to Ralph for his work with the kids and the Gideons.
Dion Eller - December 16, 2017 at 08:44 AM

A friend for over 60 years, and the husband of my college roommate, memories of our
good times with the SHAYS and our summers in Hiawassee will be with us forever. We will
miss him.
Rosalyn - December 16, 2017 at 03:43 PM

“

“

Prayers going out to the Turner Family. May God Bless!!
Ed Nelson - December 18, 2017 at 09:57 AM

When I first met Ralph as bigb as he was he was a little scary but had a heart as big
as all outdoors. With working with him at the rec dept and later other things he was a
wonderful person. My heart goes out to Sandy and the family.

George Hitt - December 15, 2017 at 08:04 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. He was my Baseball Coach at the Statesboro Recreation
Center circa 1960. Good times, good days....

Ernest Campbell - December 15, 2017 at 06:19 PM

“

Sandy, Todd & Tami
We share your loss and pain of our dear friend Ralph. There are so many wonderful
memories of our times together, especially back in Statesboro in the early 60's and
down through the years. He touched our lives and the lives of many people around
him.
May God's love and comfort be with all of you during these difficult times.
Tom and Marcia Martin

Tom Martin - December 15, 2017 at 05:38 PM

“

This good and gentle man probably had more positive influence on more young
people than anyone we've ever known. He was a patriot, a servant-leader, a
wonderful family man, and a warm, affirming friend who always looked for the good
in people and always- without fail - set the example for others to follow. The Turner
Family are the finest folks we know, and our love for Sandy, Todd and Tami is deep
and enduring. Ralph lived his Christian faith and there was never any doubt as to his
love of God and faithfulness to live his life as a dedicated, committed believer.
Lonice and Carol Barrett

Lonice Barrett - December 15, 2017 at 05:21 PM

“

We are so sorry to learn of your loss and heavens gain. Ralph was a great man and
dear friend. Bill, Maggie, and Mia Manto

Bill Manto - December 15, 2017 at 05:11 PM

“

Sandi, Todd, and Tami Mr. Turner was a great man and meant so much to me during my youth with Towns
County Rec and McConnell Memorial Baptist. He was so encouraging and positive.
I'm thankful to have learned a great deal from him about family, work, and faith. My
thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Steve Brown

Steve Brown - December 15, 2017 at 04:06 PM

“

Sandi, Todd and Tammi,
I am so, so sorry. I never think of
Ralph as being any different from the Ralph at the Rec Center. He was the greatest and
best influence on my life , that I have been blessed to have in all my years. He helped me
understand the joy in helping others
I still have friends I communicate with from the Kiddy Pool. I learned
from Ralph the importance of being
honest and responsible. I can remember his words to this day.
He will be so missed but I am happy
Ralph got his wings. I know he is
In the presence of the Holy Spirit

Linda Woodard Loveless - December 15, 2017 at 08:40 PM

“

"When you are sorrowful look again in your heart, and you shall see that in truth you
are weeping for that which has been your delight."
Love to all with my deepest sympathies,
Gaye Turner

Gaye Turner - December 15, 2017 at 03:59 PM

“

Sandy and family- I am so sorry to hear of Ralph’s passing. You are in my prayers at
this most difficult time. He will be missed by many!
Love to you all,
Sheila Chapman

Sheila Chapman - December 15, 2017 at 02:32 PM

“

When I first met Ralph he was a little scary but he had a heart as big as all outdoors. Many
memories at the Rec dept and after. My loves go out to Sandy and the family so sorry for
your loss.
George Hitt - December 15, 2017 at 06:47 PM

“

Sandy,Todd and Tami, Vernon and I are so sorry to hear about Ralph. He was very special
and a friend.
Vernon and Cheryl Oliver - December 15, 2017 at 08:09 PM

“

Turner Family- we are sad to hear
This, your in our prayers. he was our
Deacon at one time & a great one.
Boyce & Flora McNabb
Flora McNabb - December 16, 2017 at 07:21 AM

“

Ralph Turner was a special person in my life as a young man. While I was in High School
and College at Georgia Southern, I worked at the Rec Center and Ralph was my
supervisor. I learned more from him that I would in any classroom and it was a pleasure to
call him a friend in addition to a supervisor.
My thoughts and prayers are with you, and please remember all the lives he touched. The
world is a better place today because of Ralph Turner.
Billy Scearce
Billy Scearce - December 16, 2017 at 10:19 AM

“

Having worked for and with Ralph during my teen years at the rec center had a tremendous
impact in shaping my life. Ralph was the role model not only for me but for so many young
people who were fortunate to come into contact with him. I know he will be sorely missed
by Sandy and his family; but take heart knowing that he is living the reward he so richly
deserves.
May God bless you all and give you peace.

John Martin
John Martin - December 16, 2017 at 01:59 PM

“

I cannot believe what I heard when my brother told me about Ralph. My baseball coach
when I was 15-17 years old cannot be gone. He was the best baseball coach I ever had.
Not just a coach, he was a mentor to me and lots of kids at the Statesboro Rec Center. RIP
Ralph.
Jimmy Williamson
Jimmy Williamson - December 16, 2017 at 09:12 PM

“

A fine man, I remember him from my childhood at "the Center" in Statesboro. He taught me
how to swim. My condolences to his family and friends.
Steve Lee - December 17, 2017 at 03:43 PM

“

Ralph Turner was a great man, leader,and friend. My first encounter was at a GRPA
conference which led to spending the summer of 1978 as an intern in the Region 1 State
Parks and Historic Sites office. That experience and Mr. Turner's influence led to my 34
years in the State Park service. He inspired and influenced more people than anyone I
know to work and appreciate the numerous opportunities within the State Park system. He
was always there when I stumbled and he never gave up on me or anyone else I know. He
will be missed but his love for the out of doors and the importance of recreation to a well
balanced life will live on in all that knew and loved him. John Thompson
john thompson - December 18, 2017 at 03:07 AM

“

God Bless Sandy and the Family at this time of loss. As so many others have written,
Ralph was one of the finest men ever to wallk on this Earth. The young lives he helped to
shape and grow are too many to count, but they all know what he did for them. I will always
remember the wonderful days at the Rec Center where his spirit still lingers.
Carlene Franklin Johnson
Carlene - December 18, 2017 at 08:43 AM

“

I remember when Ralph came to the center as an intern in recreation. Next as assistant
director and then director of the department. He was the same the first day I met him until
the last time I talked with. A real good person. I have always considered him and Sandy
good friends. Good memories are a true blessing. All the family are in my prayers. Robert
Tanner
Robert Tanner - December 19, 2017 at 06:57 PM

